
ulate the demand for national inde-

pendence and freedom — he said 

that the aim of Ghanaian national-

ism was to institute a system of 

government ―whereby those who 

are in control of government are 

under the control of those who are 

governed.‖ 

All the physical conditions for 

growth and prosperity are now 

falling into place. We have a stable 

economy. Peace and political sta-

bility is stronger than ever before 

in our 51-year history.  

Our people, both here and abroad, 

are more educated and knowledge-

able than ever before.  

Continue reading at Page 3 >>> 

(A series on speeches by the NPP 

Presidential Candidate both his-

torical and current) 

By: Nana Akufo-Addo 

What I offer to Ghanaians is trans-

formational leadership. But that 

leadership must be a shared one. 

For my part, I can only lead by 

example. Providing an example is 

essential if those of us who are 

privileged enough to be in leader-

ship roles are to inspire the majori-

ty to lock into the vision that we 

know can take us with urgency to 

where we have always dreamed of 

getting. Government must provide 

stewardship to the people, a stew-

ardship which is respectful rather 

than condescending. Simultane-

ously, government must function 

as a viable partner in global busi-

ness ventures, a partner who is 

demanding rather than subjugat-

ing, to ensure such ventures are 

aimed at the growth of Ghana‘s 

economy and Ghanaians‘ welfare. 

These dual responsibilities entail 

the judicious use of power. When-

ever that power inhibits, subju-

gates, or frustrates the will of the 

people, then it has perverted its 

purpose. Power of the leadership 

needs to be checked and balanced 

through the voice of the people. 

And so in 1947, when J.B. Dan-

quah was inaugurating the United 

Gold Coast Convention — the 

UGCC of blessed memory, the 

first nationalist movement to artic-
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600 FILE NOMINATIONS TO CONTEST NPP 

APRIL 30 PRIMARIES 

At the close of nomination on 

Sunday 6th of March, about sixty 

hundred (600) applicants had 

picked up nomination forms to 

commence the process of contest-

ing the April 30 NPP primaries. 

The leadership officially welcomes 

all into the contest, and urges all to 

be circumspect and engage in re-

sponsible campaigning. 

Aspirants shall make it a duty 

amongst others to ensure that his/

her agent or him/herself shall not 

issue or cause to be issued directly 

or indirectly, text messages and/or 

other electronic means casting 

innuendos and/or aspersions on the 

character of other aspiring candi-
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Follow the Victory 2012 

campaign on Facebook 

and Twitter.  

Become a fan on Face-

book by searching for 

“Nana Addo Dankwa 

Akufo-Addo” and clicking 

on the “Like” button. 

Follow Nana Addo’s 

tweets on Twitter 

@nadaa2012 

Inside this issue: 

NPP  versus NDC 

on Patriotism, Na-

tional Unity and 

Corruption 

2 

Who will call these 

ministers to order? 

5 

Mills fails again—

this time in his 

pledge to clean 

politics of insults 

7 

dates. 

Also to ensure his/her agent him/

herself shall not engage in any 

acts of intimidation, violence etc 

during the period of campaigning.  

Continue reading at Page 4 >>> 



By NPP-USA 

When truth is consistently com-

promised with careless abandon, 

when double talk is the order of 

the day, when hypocrisy is re-

warded and mediocrity becomes 

a unique identifier then you have 

a government who out spins 

itself in a manner that threatens 

to take an entire nation down 

with it. NPP-USA is therefore 

compelled to set some critical 

records straight and hopefully 

initiate a national dialogue that 

could lead to a more civil politi-

cal discourse characterized by 

truth, honesty, and with a focus 

on national building. 

Recently the NDC led by its 

arrogant  propaganda-in-chief 

Samuel Okudzeto-Ablakwa has 

been putting out snippets of 

information whose bankruptcy in 

truth is designed to deceive and 

confuse innocent Ghanaians. We 

on our part will assume the re-

sponsibility of providing factual 

pieces of information to the Gha-

naian people in light of what 

appears be a strategic decision 

by the  NDC administration to 

purposely  misinform the Ghana-

ian public. 

On Patriotism 

The NDC‘s claim to patriotism 

is patently false when compared 

to known facts. Leading to the 

elections of 2008, war chants 

coming from the NDC had a 

distinct message: we better win 

this election or there would be 

bloodshed. The party, in clear 

accordance with this undemo-

cratic and diabolical mantra, 

proceeded to visit violence and 

mayhem on pro-NPP official 

including Dr. Ohene in the Volta 

Region for merely seeking to 

represent his party at the polling 

station. The machete wielding 

NDC hoodlum besi eged 

the electoral commission prior to 

the announcement of the final 

results. Such instances of elec-

toral intimidation contributed to 

candidate, John Evans Atta 

Mills‘ hair breadth win in the 

most closely contested election 

in our history. 

Nana Akufo Addo, the candidate 

who went into the run-off al-

ready in the lead placed the na-

tion‘s interest above his own by 

electing not to contest the result 

despite documented electoral 

malpractices from the NDC. It is 

noteworthy that anywhere in the 

world where results of elections 

have been so close, it has been 

the potential losing candidate‘s 

prerogative to ask for a recount 

of the votes. Nana Akufo-

Addo did not want to risk throw-

ing Ghana into a state of chaos 

so he conceded. That is patriot-

ism. That is political selfless-

ness, that is a remarkable 

demonstration of nationalism 

and political maturity. It is also a 

mark of patriotism when, by his 

famous all-die-be-die statement, 

Nana Akufo-Addo declared that 

the NDC will not be allowed to 

impose its inept governance on 

Ghanaians beyond 2012 by way 

of intimidations again. How can 

the patriotism of this stalwart of 

a patriot be ever called into ques-

tion by those who have made it 

their mission to divide a previ-

ously united  nation? 

On National Unity 

D u r i n g  t h e  ‗ F i r s t 

Oil‘  Celebrations, an  all im-

portant milestone of our nation‘s 

history and growth, the Mills-

Mahama administration failed to 

invite the opposition party to 

take part. In his speech, Presi-

dent Mills elected to highlight 

members of his party who failed 

to discover oil for fifteen years 

and credited them for the discov-

ery. Left out for recognition 

were members of NPP who in 

fact put the systems in place for 

the off-shore deposits to be dis-

covered. 

During the delivery of his State 

o f  t h e  Na t io n  ad d re ss 

in Parliament last month, Presi-

dent Mills deviated from proto-

col and recognized the presence 

of high profile members of his 

party leaving out those of NPP 

including President Kufuor, an 

omission so blatant and conspic-

uous that Mills had to render an 

apology a day later. 

Furthermore, the first two years 

of this NDC administration has 

been characterized by several 

instances of intimidation and 

embarrassment of the NPP Flag-

bearer Nana Akufo-Addo at 

public events. To explain, the 

NDC has given a wide variety of 

false information ranging from 

denials to late arrivals as the 

reason why Nana Akufo-Addo is 

not allowed to simply greet other 

dignitaries. All these and many 

other episodes put together paint 
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a clear picture of an increasing-

ly insecure and unpopular gov-

ernment worried about the 

more popular NPP being a foil 

and upstaging them at national 

events. The NDC has resorted 

to using state apparatus to make 

it almost impossible for the 

leader of the largest opposition 

party to attend state functions. 

With this as a reminder, if an 

invitation to participate in our 

national event is delivered rela-

tively late, any reasonable per-

son or group of persons worried 

about potential public humilia-

tion by a divisive government 

would seek to spare himself or 

themselves of the experience 

and not show up for the event. 

Yet here we are overlooking the 

calculated and underhand strat-

egy of the NDC and highlight-

ing the reaction of the NPP. 

On Corruption 

The ‗wise men of old‘ were not 

lying when they said when you 

point one finger at another per-

son, three of your own fingers 

are pointing back to you. The 

NDC lied to Ghanaians that the 

NPP was a corrupt party. For-

get that several anti-corruption 

measures including the Pro-

curement Laws were put in 

place by the NPP administra-

tion to fight corruption.  

Continue reading at Page 4 >>> 
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Yet, we need to deepen and ex-

pand the quality of our educa-

tional system if we are to expand 

opportunities. We have natural 

resources and ideas. We have 

struck oil. Yet, there are two 

vital elements of progress which 

we must consciously ensure are 

not missing in the equation. One 

of them, I have already alluded 

to above, Chairperson, is our 

reluctance to obey rules and 

regulations. The state and its 

people must show a far greater 

commitment than we have so far 

done in making our rules and 

regulations work if we are to 

make that development leap. 

Two, Chairperson, is the psy-

chology of self-belief. The vim 

of self-confidence; the propellant 

for accelerated self-betterment. 

In order to make that tricky leap 

from a so-called  Third 

World subsistence to First World 

satisfaction we must begin to 

believe strongly in Ghana and by 

extension in our own capacity to 

deliver beyond what stereotype 

and stigma have been prejudged 

to be our earthly boundaries of 

achievement. 

Self-belief is the foundation of 

any kind of development or evo-

lution. This belief in self has to 

be married to a sense of respon-

sibility of action for ourselves 

and towards others. 

As Ghanaians, we have much to 

be proud of, in our past and our 

present and much to hope for in 

our futures. Abroad, we are con-

tinuously held up high as the 

shining light of Africa – our 

achievements, culturally and 

historically, are lauded. And yet, 

when we look to ourselves, there 

seems to be a kind of self-doubt 

insipid in our societies. How is 

this expressed? By ineffectuality. 

By unpunctuality. By failing to 

be the best of all our possible 

selves. 

We are too accomplished and 

too promising as a nation to let 

this pass. We must rise to the 

challenge. We must build a soci-

ety that is not only nurturing, but 

also self-critical. Not critical in a 

way that is destructive, but con-

structive. Critical in a way that 

fosters growth. Critical in a way 

that engenders impassioned ac-

tion, not empty rhetoric. 

We must nurture our ambassa-

dors, those that stand tall to sing 

hymns to our nation; the 

filmmakers that express our 

realities on the big screen for all 

to see; the writers that provoke 

us to think; the artists that cap-

ture the essences of our selves; 

the designers that clothe and 

house us in aesthetic splendour; 

and also our scientists, econo-

mists and historians, those that 

devote their lives to studying and 

brokering richer and more multi-

faceted realities. We must be a 

nation of thinkers, and upon 

having thought, become doers of 

considered, decisive and pro-

gressive deeds. 

And of course, we must support 

those that constitute the very 

foundations of our society: the 

market women, the taxi drivers, 

the teachers, the farmers, the 

workers, the fishermen, the nurs-

es and the security men. We 

must not see the physically chal-

lenged as necessarily resource-

fully incapable. We must honour 

people along every step of the 

way, and thus doing bring out 

the very best in each. Every one 

brick in the wall counts as much 

as the other and it is only by 

being a cohesive society that we 

will move forward. 

We need to take full responsibil-

ity for our actions and our fu-

tures, by not shirking from them. 

By realising that in order to reap, 

we must sow. We must invest in 

our futures by being present 

every step of the way and taking 

personal responsibility for our 

actions. 

Yes, there are higher orders to 

which we are answerable, but the 

buck starts first and foremost at 

our own doorsteps. We must 

take it on. We must move for-

ward and stand firm in the pre-

sent, conscious of our greatness, 

yes, our greatness, for in each of 

every one of us there is nothing 

less. 

This is a land that has produced 

great people, such as Naa Gbe-

waa, the founder of the Mole-

Dagbani Kingdom, Osei Tutu, 

the founder of the Asante King-

dom, Yaa Asantewaa, Tetteh 

Quarshie, Kwegyir Aggrey, 

Joseph Caseley Hayford, Joseph 

Boakye Danquah, Kwame Nkru-

mahand the others of the Big 

Six, Kofi Abrefa Busia, Kofi 

Annan, Ephraim Amu, Kwabena 
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“Self-belief is the 

foundation of any kind 

of development or 

evolution. This belief in 

self has to be married to 

a sense of responsibility 

of action for ourselves 

and towards others.” 

Nketia, E T Mensah, King Bruce, 

Esther Ocloo, Letitia Obeng, Efua 

Sutherland, Ama Ata Aidoo, Ayikwei 

Armah, Azumah Nelson, Michael 

Essien and many many more. We 

have every reason to believe in the 

potential for greatness of a nation that 

has produced such great people in all 

spheres of human endeavour. 

We must be aware of the rich legacy 

of our past and carry it with pride and 

the wisdom born of experience. We 

must stride into the future, confident 

that we will meet it at the height of 

our abilities. And in order to all this, 

we must, we must believe in our-

selves, we must believe in our fellow 

citizens, we must believe in Ghana. I 

believe in Ghana and I hope so do 

you! 

Long live our belief in Ghana! Long 

Live Ghana! God Bless Ghana! God 

Bless us all! 

Thank You 

The author is the 2012 Presidential 

Candidate of the New Patriotic Party, 

the above was part of a speech he 

delivered at the Second Series of the 

Ferdinand O. Ayim Memorial Lec-

tures, at the College of Physicians & 

Surgeons, Accra on Friday, May 16, 

2008, titled: ‗Why We Must Believe 

in Ghana‘ 



undisclosed amounts of money into 75 different 

accounts. These were not Chinese accounts; 

these were accounts owned by Ghanaians. And 

they could not be employees of their company 

because salaries in Ghana are either paid in 

checks or are paid through normal payroll chan-

nels to enable the government to apply the nec-

essary taxes. So whose accounts were those at 

Eco Bank? 

Not to be left out of the mansion building spree, 

Central Regional Minister Ama Benyiwaa Doe is 

said to have also sprung up mansions of her own. 

It appears as though all the work that these NDC 

functionaries have been doing over the years 

began to yield financial fruits right at the time 

that they assumed roles in the government.  

Special Advisor to President Mills on Energy 

Tsatsu Tsikata is alleged to have received a bribe 

of $5 million paid in installments of $2 million 

and $3 million.  

He was never sanctioned and still wields power 

at GNPC. The list of corrupt practices by these 

NDC officials is endless. 

The facts are overwhelming. This NDC govern-

ment, in two short years, has managed almost 

miraculously to plunge Ghana into staggering 

decadence and poverty rate previously unknown. 

Patriotism has gone out of the window because 

this group of officials has consistently made 

decisions that favor individual selfish interests 

over those of the nation. The country is as divi-

sive as it has ever been because pettiness and 

other myopic behaviors including selective ap-

plication of justice have been the hallmark of 

this NDC administration. 

We never thought any administration can outdo 

the Rawlings administration in the area of cor-

ruption, but we can confidently say that corrup-

tion in Ghana today is at an all-time high. These 

are the realities that the Mills-Mahama admin-

istration must live with. 

Finally if President Mill is serious about address-

ing issues of corruption, he must ask for the 

>>> Continued from Page 2 

Forget that with all their might, this 

NDC government has tried and failed 

to successfully prosecute any NPP 

official for corruption. 

On the other hand, we have past NDC 

officials who have been proven in 

courts of law both in Ghana and in 

other countries (Mabey & Johnson 

Case) to have engaged in corrupt prac-

tices while in government. We have the 

General Secretary of the ruling NDC 

government who sits on the Board of 

the Bui Dam Project while owning a 

company that supplies blocks for the 

Bui Dam Project. Not surprisingly, 

General Mosquito has sprung up two 

giant mansions in two years. His expla-

nation? If he was unable to build the 

mansions, he would be called 

―useless,‖ and he is not useless. Gen-

eral Mosquito further explains that he 

has worked a lifetime of good jobs to 

acquire his wealth. Where was all that 

wealth when, until his party came to 

power, he squatted in a small apartment 

in Tema, which by the way was sold to 

him for peanuts under the Rawlings 

administration? 

Meanwhile President Mills continues 

to pay only lip service to fighting cor-

ruption. Never mind that giant man-

sions are suddenly being built on his 

own family land that had laid bare for 

decades until he became president. His 

explanation? He is not the only work-

ing member of his family. We would 

like to draw the president‘s attention to 

the fact that his assertion is true, but 

has been also true for all those decades 

when that land laid bare. 

Last month a Chinese duo walked into 

the Eco Bank in North Ridge with a 

briefcase full of money and deposited 

resignation of the NDC General Secretary from 

the Board of the Bui Dam Project to alleviate 

the conflict of interest, stop the divisive politics 

that continue to retard all progress made in the 

area of national unity that existed when he 

assumed the leadership of our country, and for 

once LEAD rather than follow. This is our 

challenge to the Mills-Mahama NDC admin-

istration. 

600 FILE NOMINATIONS TO CONTEST 

NPP APRIL 30 PRIMARIES 

>>> Continued from Page 1 

It must also be noted that the rule and regula-

tions therein prescribed for the primary shall be 

strictly adhered to by all. In the case of a 

breach, an aspirant will be deemed to have 

breached Article 4(7) of the Party‘s constitution 

and will be sanctioned appropriately. 

The closing date for filing of forms was the 

18th of March 2011 at 5pm at constituency 

offices to be received by the Parliamentary 

Elections Committee. Assessment and certifi-

cation continued from March 12th -16th for 

Regional Executive Committees, 21st-24th 

March for Constituency Executive Committees. 

Vetting started the 26th and ends on the 29th of 

March, and campaign period ends at 6pm 29th 

of April. 

Parliamentary primaries will take place on 

April 30 2011. 

We wish all aspirants well and will endeavour 

to administer a healthy free and fair election. 

For further information please contact Commu-

nications Directorate. 

ENDS 

Curtis Perry K. Okudzeto 

Deputy Director of Communications. 
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CALL THESE MINISTERS TO OR-

DER… 

To say I am disappointed is the least of 

all the descriptions I can give concern-

ing the direction our politics is taking. It 

is unprecedented in the history of this 

country the level to which we have sunk 

into the gutters in our body politics. A 

day never passes without one hearing 

people heaping insults on others some-

times without provocation. It is sad. 

Have we lost our morals as a people? 

Have we lost our values or we have just 

shut our eyes to civility? These are 

questions that I need people to help me 

answer. I am not too old to have seen 

the Acheampong regime but I was old 

enough to have seen President Jerry 

John Rawlings‘ regime. I was old 

enough to have seen President John 

Agyekum Kufour‘s era and I am old 

enough to discern what is right from 

wrong in Professor Atta Mills‘ era. 

How dare you misbehave under Presi-

dent Rawlings? I mean who ―born dog‖ 

as he rightly said. Back in the days of 

President Rawlings, that was when you 

meet a minister of state and as a young 

boy you want to aspire to be like him. 

Ministers of state were seen as people 

who commanded respect. No wonder 

these ministers were always being invit-

ed all over to give speeches and all. At 

least I saw it during my church‘s con-

ventions during Easter Festivities Hon 

Totobi Kwakye will always be there, 

Hon. Nuamah Donkoh was one other 

man, Madam Patience Adow of Blessed 

memory, Dr. Mary Grant, Madam 

Christine Amoako Nuamah the list goes 

on and on. These were men and women 

young people always aspired to be like. 

I remember how Dr. Mary Grant spoke 

to us during one speech and prize giv-

ing day in my ―Alma Mata‖ Morning 

Who will call these ministers to order? 
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Star School back in those days and as a young 

boy back then I always aspired to do more. 

These were men and women who commanded a 

lot of respect from both young and old. 

Under the Kufour administration, you could 

always find so many of them one I personally 

admired Madam Hawa Yakubu of blessed 

memory, the Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-

Addo‘s, the Baah Wiredu‘s of blessed memory 

the then vice president, His Excellency Aliu 

Mahama, Nana Kwadwo Seinti this man speaks 

and you can‘t figure out if he‘s been to the the-

ological seminary and no wonder those of us 

who stayed in the Brong Ahafo region in those 

days loved him so much, Hon. Ignatius Baffour 

Awuah, Shirley Ayorkor Botwe one fine lady, 

Madam Oboshie Sai Coffie the list goes on and 

on and on. You always as a young fellow will 

want to look up to some of these people and 

want to be like them someday. 

I‘m not saying that all these people were angels 

but at least you will never hear them goof like 

we‘re witnessing currently in this country. Alt-

hough we had some issues here and there, the 

level at which we have descended is just not 

good enough. I mean why should we allow 

ourselves to be so much influenced by the west-

ern cultures huh? I can‘t agree more with my 

professor, Prof Kwasi Ansu-Kyeremeh who 

insists that as a people we don‘t have a culture. 

Sure we don‘t. We have lost our cultural values. 

Everything! This is incredible. As a people we 

don‘t have clothing, we don‘t have language, 

we don‘t have religion and these are the basic 

components of culture. So what do we have? 

Absolutely NOTHING! We have lost our val-

ues as a people and it is disturbing. 

By our culture, the young are supposed to abso-

lutely show reverence and respect for old age. 

How dare you a child look into the face of an 

adult and challenge him or her? You‘ll definite-

ly receive your fair share of some spanking 

trust me and it did teach us something. So can 

we say because we lost our culture we lost our 

morals and values as well? May be you won‘t 

be far from right if you say yes we‘ve lost our 

values. But you know, this is Ghana and we 

still have our morals just that some people 

want to copy everything western forgetting 

they are black like me. 

Is it therefore not strange to find ministers of 

state who are supposed to know better insult-

ing and using foul language on radio and 

television? Way back people who were con-

stantly found insulting were branded miscre-

ants and as not having morals so why will 

ministers of state representing the interest of 

all Ghanaians who can sometimes represent 

the president and be addressed as His / Her 

excellency want to involve themselves in 

such uncouth behaviours? 

 The deputy minister of water resources Dr 

Hannah Bissiw is reported to have attacked 

another female activist on the opposition side 

and is reported to have described her as ―an 

insult to womanhood and for that matter she 

should stay indoors because when she comes 

out she will only serve as a laughing stock‖ 

and then she goes on to describe the flagbear-

er of the NPP as an ―opanyin bone (morally 

corrupt man) and calls the morality of Nana 

Addo into question without provocation.‖ 

Jesus Christ! Hannah Bissiw, you, insult well 

meaning Ghanaians without provocation? 

Does this lady have morals at all? This is a 

woman who told the whole world that she 

will be ready to engage whoever in a war of 

insults and she‘s a minister of state?  

There have been several calls on politicians to 

use decorous language in their deliveries. 

There have been calls by the Christian coun-

cil, the Catholic Bishops‘ Conference, and 

ultimately the President who happens to be 

their leader for people to put a stop to the 

insults. Yet this lady and her ilk have decided 

not to respect the president.  

Continue reading at Page 8 >>> 



The New Patriotic Party (NPP) calls on 

President Mills to remove Mr. Kwabena 

Acheampong from the position of Dep-

uty Minister of State. 

Mr. Acheampong‘s insulting behavior, 

rudeness and arrogance does not befit 

the high position of Deputy Minister 

and is a disgrace to governance in our 

country. 

In the run-up to the 2008 elections, Mr. 

Acheampong‘s insulting behavior, rude-

ness and arrogance as a political activist 

directly led to his removal as a lecturer 

in Communication Studies at The Afri-

NPP CALLS ON PRESIDENT MILLS TO REMOVE DEPUTY MINISTER FOR INTERIOR MR. 

KWABENA ACHEAMPONG 
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can University College of Communications. 

Mr. Acheampong in recent times has insulted 

and denigrated residents of Kumasi and the 

countryside, by his ―infamous‖ ―cocoase ku-

rasenii‖ outburst. 

Mr. Acheampong again, just last week, unpro-

voked, has described the NPP Flagbearer Nana 

Akufo-Addo, as an untidy person and a fruit-

cake (mad). 

Mr. Acheampong‘s outburst and insults directly 

makes nonsense of President Mills‘ constant 

admonition against the politics of insults. 

It also threatens to throw political discourse in 

our country into free for all denigrations and 

insults. 

The NPP believes our political discourse and 

governance should be spared the indecency 

that the likes of Mr. Acheampong represent. 

Hence this call on President Mills to foster 

decency in our political discourse by relieving 

Mr. Acheampong of his post as Deputy Min-

ister. 

ENDS 

Hon. Nana Akomea 

Director of Communications 

 

GOVERNMENT SHOULD LIVE UP TO ITS PROMISES TO TEACHERS 

The NPP has noted with great concern 

the continuing mass demonstration/

agitation/strikes by teachers all over the 

country. 

The NPP solidarizes with the teachers 

over their plight. 

The NDC Government has been grossly 

unfair and shown very bad faith to 

teachers over their migration onto the 

Single Spine Salary Structure. 

This is shocking because of the numer-

ous promises made by the NDC to 

teachers before and after it came into 

government. 

On June 4 2007 Daily Graphic reported 

Candidate Mills as promising that quali-

ty Education & Teachers welfare will 

be his priority, at an address at the Cen-

tral University College. 

On September 11 2007, GNA reported 

Candidate Mills promising at Agona 

Nyakrom that teachers will have better 

conditions of service under his govern-

ment. 

The NDC 2008 manifesto promised that the 

NDC will improve the general conditions of 

teachers through competitive salaries, pay cer-

tificated teachers a professional allowance, and 

pay hardship allowances among others. 

At his inaugural address on 7th January 2009, 

President Mills stated ―we will ensure all allow-

ance promised to teachers are paid to them‖. 

In his 2010 State of the Nations address, Presi-

dent Mills stated ―at the end of this year, I ex-

pect GNAT, NAGRAT and UTAG to make 

separate pronouncements on whether the lot of 

teachers has improved under our administration 

or not‖. Without any mention of POTAG. 

In the 2011 State of the Nation address, Presi-

dent Mills said ―government will continue to 

provide incentives and motivations packages 

for teachers‖. 

More than two years after the NDC came into 

government, the Single Spine Salary Structure 

gave government an unique opportunity to live 

up to its promises to teachers. 

Sadly, government has not lived up to its prom-

ises and the expectations of teachers. 

Teachers have been migrated onto the Single 

Spine Salary Structure without any allowances. 

The promised allowances never came. Even the 

existing professional allowance is in dispute! 

As if that is not enough betrayal of teachers, the 

migration has also been done without proper 

duty of care. The calculations have been so 

haphazard that a lot of teachers are actually 

worse off, than they were before the single 

spine migration. 

As a result of these broken promises and lack 

of due care, our gallant teachers are today up in 

arms in agitations/demonstrations over the past 

few days. To them, the single spine has become 

the single swine and the better Ghana has be-

come a bitter Ghana. 

President Mills sought to give further assuranc-

es on 6th March to our teachers, but teachers 

seem to be really tired of the promises and are 

continuing with their agitations all over the 

country. The situation threatens to blow into 

full scale national strike by teachers. 

Read the rest of this story at http://

nppfuture.com/2011/03/10/government-

should-live-up-to-its-promises-to-teachers/ 
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Ever since the NDC won power in 

December 2008, our nation has 

moved into a gear of political insults, 

a tendency that has gained so many 

roots that the media is rating their 

scoops as to how much insults are 

contained in their programmes. Radio 

and TV presenters including newspa-

per publications will go every dis-

tance to ensure that an insult by one 

person is responded to with further 

insults. They are prepared to go as far 

as it takes to ensure that insults are 

paid measure for measure. Somehow, 

our politicians who are supposed to 

know better have bought into this 

press echo chamber of insults and 

sadly the government seems to be 

rewarding its members who insult 

with better and bigger positions. 

Last year a former Chairman Emeritus 

of the Commonwealth Telecommuni-

cations Organisations, Anthony De 

Bono bemoaned the trading of politi-

cal insults in Ghana, adding that the 

trend is painting an ugly picture of the 

country to the international communi-

ty. He stated that he went to the extent 

of writing personally to President 

Mills ―to mediate, if necessary, but I 

got no response.‖ He said he also used 

the feedback channel on Myjoyonline 

on several occasions to offer media-

tion but there was no improvement. 

Dr Lawrence Tetteh, President of the 

Worldwide Miracle Outreach, also 

asked people in authority not to view 

politics as a platform to undermine the 

reputation of their opponents. 

―Insulting others is not politics. Poli-

tics is positive criticism,‖ he told the 

Ghana News Agency last year, during 

the launch of a crusade organised by 

the Methodist Church of Ghana. 

―Politics is non-insulting ideological 

conflict and diplomacy,‖ he stressed. 

In October last year, after allowing the 

politics of insults to gain roots in our me-

dia psyche, President Mills finally spoke, 

deploring what he says is the politics of 

insults being perpetrated by detractors of 

his administration. He said such tenden-

cies will rather stall the development of 

the country. The President was speaking 

at the commissioning of the Accra-Tema 

railway line in Tema. 

He said rightly that the development was 

of grave concern to him and in his opinion 

larger majority of Ghanaians. He said 

―When you switch on our TVs, or our 

radio, you will think that Ghana is at war. 

Many of us are engaged in politics of 

insults…[but] insults will not help us to 

produce…water, insults will not create 

jobs, insults will not bring about the peace 

and harmony that we need to develop‖ 

Straight away after the President saying 

that a leading member of the Convention 

Peoples Party Professor Agyeman Badu 

Akosa asked members of the NDC Gov-

ernment to start the process of halting the 

‗politics of insults‘ which, he said, had 

inundated the political and media land-

scape. 

Although Professor Agyemang Badu 

Akosa believed the President‘s caution 

was in the right direction and did not 

point accusing fingers at any particular 

party, he was of the view that it was pru-

dent for members of the Government to 

set the tone. 

The question I would like to ask the Presi-

dent is what has he done or is doing about 

this politics of insult since his message in 

October last year? 

The just recent vitriolic pouring of insults 

on the NPP flagbearer by a group of NDC 

Ministers at a recent TEIN meeting at 

KNUST has added to the potpourri to NDC ears 

and the delight of the President who speaks against 

insults in public, but privately rewards it. 

I have chosen in the write up not to mention any 

names from the simple fact that the list is long and 

uncharitable. I will not therefore give them the 

pleasure of printing such names. The President‘s 

consistent failure in this and many other areas is 

very worrying to me. Abraham Lincoln once said 

that his ―great concern is not whether you have 

failed, but whether you are content with your fail-

ure‖.  When the President declared 2011 an action 

year, little did we realise that it was a year of in-

sults, insults and insults again. 

The 1992 constitution of Ghana guarantees free-

dom of speech and freedom of expression under 

Article 21 (1) where it states all persons shall have 

the right to freedom of speech and expression, 

which shall include freedom of the press and other 

media. However it does not state that such persons 

should use that right to abuse and insults members 

of their political divide. The President is supervis-

ing a politics of rewards for insults. 

Whereas I do not wish to give the culprits of in-

sults the pleasure of mentioning their names here, I 

know the list will be long if I choose to do a roll 

call here. 

Kwesi Atta-Krufi Hayford 

Chairman of NPP UK and Ireland 
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Hannah Bissiw, don‘t be blinded by politics 

into thinking you are equal to everybody ok. 

You may have left your morals when you 

travelled to Cuba, to study ―animal behav-

iour‖ that we don‘t mind but hear me, this is 

Ghana and we have our culture and for that 

matter a way of life and have our own value 

systems. Don‘t think life is all about today. 

You may be in power today so you will want 

to do whatever you want but remember, to-

morrow does not belong to you. 

I have intentionally left Kobby Acheampong 

out of this. Thank God Rev Asante of the 

Christian council has called on the president 

to remove him so I leave it there. 

As I lay down my pen, friends, colleagues, 

parents who will chance on this document lets 

know that we as a people have a unique value 

system. Let‘s not destroy it all in the name of 

politics. Let‘s reserve it People like Hannah 

Bissiw should never be emulated. 

I leave you with this passage from scripture… 

  

Continued from Page 5 >>>  

She has proven beyond every reasonable 

doubt that she doesn‘t respect the one who 

appointed her and why is she still there? Can 

we then infer that the president is happy with 

the style of this lady and her cohorts? 

Seriously I want to bring myself to these 

terms. By what stretch of imagination does 

Hannah Bissiw want to insult people like 

Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo and Ursla 

Owusu? Is it because she is a minister of state 

now? Ah ―nkateƐ ƐnyƐ dƐ‖ (to wit the impu-

dence). I don‘t want to talk about the creden-

tials of Nana Addo it is there for all to see. 

Madam Ursla Owusu is the Vice president of 

the International Federation of Women Law-

yers (FIDA) and she‘s been doing this for a 

while. By age Hannah Bissiw will only be 

Ursla‘s younger sister. Had it not been for 

politics how will people like Hannah Bissiw 

stand before people like Nana Addo to insult 

them? Please bear in mind that I have not 

taken an arrogant stance I just want to put out 

the information as it is. 

Pro 8:5 Simpletons learn how to behave, 

fools, come to your senses. 

Adios 

Quesie K Boate 

kyeieb2000@gmail.com 
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