
percent in 2005/06. At this rate, 

Ghana is poised to achieve the 

Millennium Development Goal 

(MDG) of halving extreme poverty 

ahead of 2015.” 

Continue reading at Page 3 >>> 

The President met with journalists 

at the castle to mark two years of 

his administration. Questions were 

asked about the many broken 

promises of the NDC government; 

from the drastic reduction in fuel 

prices to one-time premium pay-

ment for the NHIS. On all these 

broken promises, the president‟s 

answer was that the situation the 

NDC inherited was so bad that it 

has been impossible to deliver on 

the promises. 

That is a complete lie. Six clear 

months after the NDC government 

had assumed office and had time 

to review the state of the nation, 

they signed the Memorandum for 

Economic & Financial Policies, 

2009 – 2012, that outlined Ghana‟s 

policies for the period 2009 to 

2012. In the policy memorandum, 

they gave the following testimony: 

“Real GDP growth increased 

steadily from 3.7 percent in 2000 

to 7.3 percent in 2008. This growth 

was fostered by significant debt 

relief which provided the country 

with fiscal space to embark on 

critical infrastructure investments, 

particularly in the energy and road 

sectors, as well as targeted social 

spending, all under the Ghana 

Poverty Reduction Strategy 

(GPRS). The combination of high-

er output growth, declining infla-

tion, and improved social spending 

under the GPRS framework con-

tributed significantly to lower 

poverty levels. The national inci-

dence of poverty declined from 

39.5 percent in 1998/99 to 28.5 

PRESIDENT MILLS MUST BE TRUTHFUL! 

KUFUOR ASSERTS CONFIDENCE IN NANA ADDO 

Former President John Agyekum 

Kufuor has expressed confidence 

in the ability of Nana Addo Dank-

wa Akufo-Addo to lead the New 

Patriotic Party to victory in the 

2012 general election.  

The former President also believes 

Nana Addo, the 2012 Presidential 

Candidate of the NPP is well-

positioned to become the kind of 

President the nation requires to 

lead its development agenda to the 

next level desired by all, given his 

wealth of political experience and 

proven leadership qualities. 

He has therefore called on all 

members of the party to remain 

united and work harder to enable 

Nana Addo lead the NPP to victo-

ry and thus build on the enduring 

legacy his government left for the 

country. 

Continue reading at Page 4 >>> 
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Follow the Victory 2012 

campaign on Facebook.  

Become a fan on Face-

book by searching for 

“Nana Addo Dankwa 

Akufo-Addo” and clicking 

on the “Like” button. 
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By Enyonam Tamakloe 

In 1996, after serving eight years 

as the Acting boss of IRS – yes, 

eight years in an acting posi-

tion, President Jerry John Rawl-

ings pulled Associated Professor 

John Mills from the political 

wilderness to make him 

his running mate. 

Since the man had no political 

experience and was not even a 

member of the NDC, he owed 

that position as vice presidential 

candidate to some political mas-

ters. To the world, his master 

was President Rawlings. But, to 

those who knew, the men who 

impressed upon President Rawl-

ings to accept Prof Mills, a CPP 

diehard as his running mate, 

were the Ahwoi brothers. 

Prof Mills served obediently for 

four years as Vice President. In 

2000, the Obed Asamoahs and 

Goosie Tannohs were looking 

forward to a lively contest to 

succeed Rawlings. But, it all 

ended in a Swedru Declaration 

when President Rawlings single-

handedly handpicked his Vice 

President as the 2000 Presiden-

tial Candidate. 

Mills, who had no political expe-

rience of his own and had built 

no track record, was seen as 

nothing more than a creation of 

President Rawlings. What did 

not come out at the time was that 

the Ahwoi‟s notably Ato and 

Kwamena, managed to convince 

President Rawlings that the party 

needed such a nonentity to suc-

ceed him, a person who could 

not be tagged with the negativity 

of the (P) NDC. 

What they did not add was that 

Mills was a man they could con-

trol. He was not his own man 

and would never be his own man 

and would forever owe his posi-

tion to those who made him. 

And, so it transpired that Prof 

Mills made a public declaration 

that he would not allow Rawl-

ings to rest in retirement and that 

he would, if voted as President, 

“consult” Rawlings “twenty four 

hours a day.” 

So, the tag of Mills as Rawlings‟ 

lackey, lapdog, and poodle was 

created. In fact, until Gabby 

Otchere Darko came along, the 

impression was simply that Mills 

was not his own man. What 

Gabby did after 2001 was to give 

the name and tag Mills the Poo-

dle. Until 2009, Mills was seen 

as a poodle for Rawlings, ready 

to do his master‟s bidding. 

But, by 2005, it was more than 

clear that Rawlings had lost faith 

in Mills. But, Rawlings was 

afraid to make that public be-

cause he had allowed Mills to 

grow his own political base 

based on the party‟s understand-

ing that Mills was Rawlings‟ 

boy. So, for Rawlings to go 

against Mills would have turned 

the whole thing on a referendum 

on Rawlings‟ own popularity in 

the party. 

Rawlings did not want Mills but 

the Ahwois wanted Mills. Mills, 

after being told that he had can-

cer, a terminable disease did not 

want to run a third term, after 

losing twice to J A Kufuor, but 

the Ahwois knew that Mills was 

their best chance for gaining 

control of the party. The NDC 

also knew that Mills was the 

most marketed person. 

It was during this time that Mills 

became a devout Christian. He 

felt the end was near so he drew 

nearer to his Maker. The Ahwois 

felt the end to their time in oppo-

sition was near and only Mills 

could end it so they pushed and 

pushed him. 

Even when he was not well they 

would get him to campaign. In 

fact, Rawlings covered more 

ground and pulled more cam-

paign crowds than the 2008 flag 

bearer. Rawlings knew that a 

Mills victory would be an NDC 

victory and hence his victory. 

But, the Ahwois, who according 

to Herbert Mensah, saw Mills 

then as delusional and very ill 

were preparing a plan B and 

nothing more. That plan B 

should have them in pole posi-

tion. Thus, even after the victory, 

they put their enterprising play-

boy brother Kwesi Ahwoi as 

Agric Minister and made sure he 

had the biggest budget to help 

build his political base. 

They managed to convince Mills 

that Rawlings would bring his 

government down if he allowed 

him anywhere near the Castle. In 

fact, at the beginning Rawlings 

set himself an office at the Cas-

tle, but Ato Ahwoi killed that. 

Every appointment had to be 

approved by Ato Ahwoi. He is 

seen as the de facto Prime Minis-
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ter but he is indeed the de facto 

President. 

I t  i s  an  op en  sec re t 

in Ghana that Mills can‟t see 

properly and can‟t hear proper-

ly as his health continues to fail 

him. But, the Castle has not 

built any system that would aid 

an ailing President to perform 

his functions properly. The 

news is that any document that 

the President either has to ap-

prove or append his signature 

has to be first okayed by Ato 

Ahwoi. 

The news, often gleefully 

spread by aides of the Vice 

President but with some frustra-

tion, is this: “You take an offi-

cial document to President 

Mills for his signature, the first 

question he asks, „Has Ato seen 

it?‟ If the answer is yes, „Is he 

okay with it? If yes, „Then I 

will sign it.‟ So who is in 

charge?” 

I was very angry to hear Gabby 

being quoted as saying Mills is 

no longer a poodle. If Gabby 

did say that then he must apolo-

gise to Ghanaians for selling 

the false impression that Mills 

is no longer a poodle. 

Mills is a poodle because he is 

not his own man. Mills is a 

poodle because he can‟t take 

decisions. Mills is a poodle 

because his appointees do not 

take him seriously. Mills is a 

poodle because he is not in 

charge.  

Continue reading at Page 5 >>> 
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On their inability to deliver on 

the one-time premium payment 

for the NHIS they promised, the 

President said that the state of 

the NHIS he inherited was so 

bad that they are having to clean 

it up first. Here again, we wish 

to draw attention to the follow-

ing testimony by Mills admin-

istration: 

“In the health sector, there have 

been progressive improvements 

in the delivery of a number of 

important outputs. Most notable 

are: increase in life expectancy 

from 55 years in 2003 to 57.9 

in2006; the introduction of a pre-

paid National Health Insurance 

Scheme in 2004; and the intro-

duction of free maternal care for 

expectant mothers. These, to-

gether, have put healthcare with-

in the reach of the poor and vul-

nerable groups.” 

Yet, after two years when the 

NDC has failed to deliver on 

their one-time premium pay-

ment, he comes back to tell Gha-

naians that he inherited a mis-

managed NHIS. Presidents Mills 

and his government have to be 

truthful. 

On the deceptive campaign mes-

sage that they would reduce fuel 

prices drastically, they explained 

their broken promise on the ex-

cuse of some TOR debt. In the 

last two years, the NDC govern-

ment has kept changing the TOR 

debt they met as a way of ex-

plaining their failures. A few 

examples: 

1. Hon Moses Asaga, Member 

of Govt’s Economic Team: 

At 9.34 pm on Monday, the 19th 

January 2009, Hon Moses Asa-

ga, then a member of the NDC 

Economic Team, said on Matters 

Arising on TV Africa that the 

TOR debt at the close of Decem-

ber 2008 was GHȼ1 billion. 

2. President Atta-Mills, Presi-

dent of Ghana: 

Then, on the 14th April 2009, 

President Atta-Mills, during his 

encounter with journalists at the 

Castle, stated that the TOR debt 

at the close of December 2008 

was GHȼ1.14 billion. 

3. NDC Government’s Transi-

tion Team: 

In May 2009, the NDC Govern-

ment‟s Transition Team released 

a document, supposedly coming 

from TOR, that put the TOR 

debt at the close of December 

2008 at GHȼ473 million. 

4. Vice President John Maha-

ma: 

Then, around 10.37 pm on 

Thursday the 11th June 2009, the 

Vice President John Mahama 

stated on Metro TV‟s Good 

Evening Ghana that the TOR 

debt at the close of December 

2008 was GHȼ930 million. 

5. Minister for Energy, Dr 

Oteng Adjei: 

The following day, the 12th June 

2009, the Minister for Energy, 

Dr Oteng Adjei said on the floor 

of Parliament that the TOR debt 

at the close of December 2008 

was GHȼ106 million. According 

to him, the under-recoveries at 

TOR, at VRA, at Bulk Trading 

Company, at Bost and others, all 

put together was GHȼ347 mil-

lion at the close of December 

2008. 

6. Dr. Kwabena Dufuor, Min-

ister of Finance and Economic 

Planning: 

On the floor of Parliament De-

cember 2010 contributing to a 

debate on the 2011 Financial 

Policy and Budget Statement, 

gave the TOR Debt at 

about GH¢880 million out of 

which he reported that the sum 

of GH¢445 million had been 

'clawed back‟ from the debt to 

avoid Ghana Commercial bank 

from collapsing. He however 

added also that interest accumu-

lation brought the debt back 

to GH¢630million. 

7. Mr Alex Mould, CEO, Na-

tional Petroleum Authority: 

Then at 8.45 am on Tuesday, 4th 

January 2011 on Joy FM Super 

Morning Show, the Chief Execu-

tive of NPA, Mr Alex Mould, 

stated in the face of fresh fuel 

price hikes, that the TOR debt at 

the close of December 2008 

was GHȼ1.5 billion. 

Then today at the Castle, the 

President gave yet another figure 

of GHȼ1.48 billion. This new 

figure is different from what he 

himself gave 21 months ago, 

different from what his own vice

-president gave 19 months ago, 

and what his ministers and ap-

pointees have been giving in the 
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“In the last two years, 

the NDC government 

has kept changing the 

TOR debt they met as 

a way of explaining 

their failures.” 

last two months. President Mills and 

his government cannot deceive any-

body. They must deliver on the prom-

ises they made. Ghanaians want de-

livery, not untruthful excuses! 

Signed: 

Kwadwo Owusu Afriyie, 

General Secretary. 
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The occasion attracted party 

elders and gurus, including K.T 

Teddem, Chairman of Council of 

Elders, J.H. Mensah, former 

Senior Minister, Mrs Adu 

Boahen, Alhaji Aliu Mahama, 

former vice president, Alan 

Kyeremanten, former ambassa-

dors, some Members of Parlia-

ment and party executives from 

all the 10 Regions. 

Former President Kufuor who 

could not hide his excitement 

about the honour bestowed on 

him was happy about the current 

sense of unity and brotherliness 

in the party, stressing the urgent 

need for the party‟s leadership, 

as well as the rank and file, to 

maintain it. 

“I am overcome by what I am 

seeing tonight…that party peo-

ple from all the 10 Regions are 

here tonight. It is my prayer that 

we stay together like this. If we 

stay together like this, I can as-

sure you that come 2012, we are 

going back to the Jubilee 

House,” he stated to a loud 

groundbreaking applause from 

the crowd. 

Mr Kufuor extolled the creden-

tials of the NPP, describing it as 

a party with enduring tradition 

that will always stand the test of 

time. 

“This party has an enduring 

tradition; a tradition that will 

never die; a tradition founded on 

respect for humanity. Our forefa-

thers chose respect for humanity 

as the corner stone of our ideolo-

gy because we believe the hu-

man being is central to every-

thing we do,” he affirmed. 

According to former President 

Kufuor, the NPP has always 

occupied a unique position in the 

nation‟s political scheme of af-

fairs, adding “whenever the peo-

ple entrust the leadership of the 

country into our hands, the na-

tion prospers because we believe 

in using power to serve the peo-

ple and not to oppress them.” 

He noted that the NPP has al-

ways been concerned about the 

handicapped in society, explain-

ing that this was the driving 

force behind the implementation 

of pro-poor policies like free 

basic education, school feeding 

programme and National Health 

Insurance by his administration. 

“I am convinced when Nana 

Addo becomes the President he 

will carry it further and fulfill his 

promise to make secondary edu-

cation free for all,” he added. 

Source: Herbert Krapa 

West Africa, but also to Ghana‟s 

national security.  Ghana shares 

a 700km border with La Cote 

D‟Ivoire and our nation is an 

obvious haven for refugees from 

La Cote D‟Ivoire. Already, with 

the renewed tension, stories are 

being told of scores of Ivoirians 

pouring into the neighbouring 

states of Liberia and Guinea. Our 

nation will have to bear the addi-

tional burden on our infrastruc-

ture, of increased transit traffic 

in our ports and roads as traffic 

of goods normally destined for 

La Cote D‟Ivoire are diverted 

through Ghana. There are many 

The nation has noted with ap-

proval the call by His Excellency 

the President, Prof J. E. A. Mills, 

for Ghanaians to pray for peace 

in La Cote D‟Ivoire. Much as 

most of us Ghanaians believe in 

the efficacy of prayer, prayer 

cannot be a replacement of or 

substitute for an active policy of 

Ghanaian diplomacy and en-

gagement. It is said that heaven 

helps those who help them-

selves. 

Conflict and instability in La 

Cote D‟Ivoire pose a threat not 

only to the peace and stability of 

ties of kinship among the peo-

ples who live on both sides of 

our common border. 

These are some of the reasons 

why Ghana cannot afford to 

stand by and watch helplessly as 

La Cote D‟Ivoire is plunged into 

another cycle of bloodshed, con-

flict and division.  

Continue reading at Page 5 >>> 
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President Kufuor and  Nana 

Addo 

“This party has an 

enduring tradition; a 

tradition that will never 

die; a tradition founded 

on respect for humanity. 

Our forefathers chose 

respect for humanity as 

the corner stone of our 

ideology because we 

believe the human being 

is central to everything 

we do.” - President 

Kufuor. 



>>>Continued from Page 4 

His Excellency the President‟s 

good relations with former Presi-

dent Laurent Gbagbo are well 

known. The President is respect-

fully urged to use his good offic-

es to intervene with former Pres-

ident Gbagbo to ensure that the 

will of the Ivorian people is re-

spected and that the position of 

the international community, as 

expressed by the position of 

ECOWAS at a meeting at which 

His Excellency the President was 

present, the Africa Union, the 

European Union, the United 

States Government and the Unit-

ed Nations Security Council, is 

respected. 

Everything should be done to 

avoid the spectre of La Cote 

D‟Ivoire descending into the 

status of a rogue state whose 

leaders act in defiance of domes-

tic and international law. Blood-

shed and chaos should not be the 

price for an individual seeking to 

remain in office at all cost. 

Former President J. A. Kufuor 

got involved in the resolution of 

the Ivorian crisis at its very be-

ginning and helped broker the 

peace that prevented La Cote 

D‟Ivoire descending into full 

scale civil war. President Mills 

should get equally involved so 

that former President Laurent 

Gbagbo exits peacefully from 

power to spare La Cote D‟Ivoire 

another bout of conflict and 

confusion. The Ivorian people 

deserve better. 

An anxious Ghanaian nation 

awaits the leadership of its Presi-

dent. 

Signed: Nana Addo Dankwa 

Akufo-Addo 

>>> Continued from Page 2 

Mills is a poodle because he is not in 

charge. Mills is a poodle because 

even though he is the constitutional 

leader of the NDC he cannot control 

the party. 

Finally, Mills is a poodle to Ato Ah-

woi. He does what pleases Ato Ah-

woi. He is not in control. One of the 

biggest complaints within the NDC is 

that nobody seems to know who is in 

charge. With Mills they know that 

the Ahwois control him. But, in the 

absence of a clear constitutional lead-

er of the country and party, power 

groups have emerged. 

AKUFO-ADDO URGES PRESIDENT MILLS TO SHOW LEADERSHIP IN 

IVORIAN POLITICAL IMPASSE (Continued from Page 4) 

MILLS IS STILL A POODLE, BUT TO THE AHWOIS 

Page 5 

The Future Is Now 

Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-

Addo 

Within the Castle, the wing of the 

Castle controlled by the Vice Presi-

dent is in constant all night prayers 

for the President to drop dead so they 

can get an easy route to the Presiden-

cy as head. The Fante Confedera-

cy and Dzelukope Mafia are fighting 

from the two extremes for power and 

in the middle are the John Mahama 

baby group,  which focuses on mak-

ing money, the Tsikata group which 

focuses on security and oil – fighting 

over oil with the Fante Confederacy 

of Ahwois on one hand and the Kwesi 

Botchweys on the other hand all 

fighting for a piece of the oil and gas 

and the Dzelukope Mafia struggling 

with the Tsikatas over control of the 

nerve centre of the party, with a serious 

split in the middle of the party execu-

tives. 

In short, Mills is simply not in control. 

He is a weak leader, who allows others 

who have not been elected to pull the 

strings. He may not be dancing to the 

tune of Rawlings but he is certainly not 

dancing to his own tune. The Ahwois 

control him. So, Mills remains to be not 

his own man. He is a poodle for life. 

And the earlier he is gotten rid of, con-

stitutionally, the better. 
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you will get a good paying job, your life will 

improve and you can take care of your family. 

Without education, the chances are not 

bright.” 

She also admonished them to be obedient to 

their parents and adults in general, as they are 

the people who will show them the way to 

grow and become the future leaders they were 

born to be. 

She also made an appeal to them to be prayer-

ful and God fearing in life. 

She tasked the girls to compete fiercely with 

the boys in school and ensure that they always 

beat the boys to it academically. 

She used the opportunity to wish all children 

across the country a happy new year, with the 

hope that as the years go by, life will get bet-

ter as they grow older and wiser. 

Nana Addo who was receiving visitors and 

well wishers who were trooping in to wish 

him a happy New Year could not help but 

take some time off to join his wife in the mid-

dle of the event. 

It was an ecstatic and colourful scene at her 

Nima residence, New Year‟s Day when Mrs. 

Rebecca Akufo-Addo, Auntie Becky as she is 

affectionately called, played host to hundreds 

of needy children from different parts of Ac-

cra. 

The kids, who could not hide their joy sang 

and danced to rhymes and tunes with Auntie 

Becky as lead vocalist. She could not hide her 

joy too. They played games such as musical 

chairs, with Rita Alomatsi from Jamestown 

emerging overall winner, „oware‟, „ludo‟, hide 

and seek, lucky dip, pick and act, sack race, 

lime and spoon among others. 

They were served food, drinks, biscuits, tof-

fees and given story books to take home. Dur-

ing the entire period, Auntie Becky went 

round and made sure she had personal interac-

tions with almost all the kids present before 

giving a speech to all of them. 

In her speech, Auntie Becky encouraged the 

kids to take their studies in school seriously 

because; as she put it “education is the surest 

way to the top in life. When you are educated, 

He went round and had personal interactions 

with the kids, urging them to take their aca-

demic lessons seriously, be respectful and be 

hopeful that life would get better. 

He also wished all children and indeed, all 

Ghanaians a happy New Year. 

Source: Herbert Krapa 
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Nana Addo interacting with some of the children. 


